SIR THOMAS FREMANTLE
SECONDARY SCHOOL

MOBILE PHONE & HAND HELD ELECTRONIC
DEVICES (HHED) POLICY
INTRODUCTION
We recognise that many students have a mobile telephone and these can be extremely useful for
contacting home and for security reasons, especially for students who may travel to school. In addition,
many students have more sophisticated mobile telephones such as IPhones, which combine a number
of additional facilities. As a school embracing the use of modern technology we are also aware of both
the potential benefits of this and the necessity for appropriate use of such equipment.
Our policy is that students may bring mobile telephones into school however, as a working community,
we do need to have regulations governing the use of these so that callers do not interrupt lessons and
students do not use them unnecessarily. We are asking for a common-sense approach to the use of
mobile phones and so are issuing the following guidelines.
All Mobile Telephones must be switched off between 8.30am and 4.30pm.
 Students may not use mobile phones during the school day either to send or receive calls, text
messages or listen to music.
 Authorised tablet computers rather than mobile phones will be used to access the internet in
school.
 Stand-alone MP3/MP4 players are not permitted in school
 Headphones are not permitted in school
Although the school is aware that many mobile telephones have video and picture taking facilities, for
safety and data protection reasons, both for staff and students, students should not take videos or
pictures of other people on school property. Mobile telephones used in this way will be confiscated.
Students who are found to be disobeying the above rules will have their HHED confiscated and kept in
a locked safe in Student Services. On the first occasion the HHED may be collected by the student at
the end of the school day. On the second and any further occasions, parents will be asked to come
and collect their child’s HHED. Students may then be required to hand in their phone at the beginning
of each day.
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The sending of abusive or inappropriate text messages, including bullying messages, is forbidden. The
school will take action where the misuse of a mobile telephone out of school leads to issues within
school or between students in school. Where images or video obtained of staff or students in school are
found to have been downloaded to social networking sites without proper consent, or for the purpose
of intimidation or bullying, further action will be taken which may involve the Police being informed.
During school time, students must follow the correct procedures for leaving the school site and should
not use their mobile telephone to contact their parents directly. They should report to the front office
where parents/carers will then be contacted if appropriate. Students will only be allowed to leave for
medical appointment on production of a letter from parents and a signing out slip signed by a senior
member of staff.
Whilst we understand that parents may, on rare occasion, wish to contact their child at school. We
would ask that if parents have an emergency and need to contact their child, then they should
telephone the School Office and a message will be passed on. We will operate a system of student
runners which means that where necessary, students can be contacted almost immediately.
The use of HHEDs in examinations leads to automatic disqualification by the examination boards. For
this reason the School does not allow them to be taken into any examination room.
The School will not accept any responsibility for mobile telephones. If they go missing, are lost or stolen,
then the school will take reasonable action to recover them and this may include contacting the police.
We suggest that parents consider taking out insurance cover if mobile telephones are to be brought
into School. It is further recommended that students bring only a basic mobile telephone into school.
Tablet computers supplied by the school will be engraved or in other ways made identifiable as
belonging to the school. Appropriate insurance will be provided to cover these items.
The school reserve the right to inspect the contents and download records of any tablet computer or
other HHED belonging to the students and used in school or belonging to the school and loaned to the
students.
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